
Silicon Valley is an area of contrasts. When you stop at a traffic light in Silicon Valley,
you will often find a Maserati or a Tesla on one side of you and a beatenup, 15year
old Accord on the other. It seems there are more highend Mercedeses, Jaguars,
Bentleys or the occasional Maybach than in other areas.

Silicon Valley companies, many run by stock billionaires, pay a lot at the top and
squat at the bottom. There are the lucky employees and a huge number
of"contractors"  employees who are not called employees. The employees who
reach a certain age are discarded.

There are not a lot of people in the space between Silicon Valley's top and its
bottom.One in three Silicon Valley workers cannot even afford to live anywhere within
a onehour drive. The regular threebedroom house costs a million dollars, and don't
even ask about the rents (starting at more than $2,000 a month for a onebedroom
apartment), but on the streets in workingclass neighborhoods, there are so many cars
parked that you can barely pass, because there are so many people and families
crammed into the housing. And, of course, the traffic is terrible, but you have to use a
car because public transportation is cut back due to tax dodging by giant companies
like those in Silicon Valley.

Dave Johnson  Become a fan

Fellow, Campaign for America's Future

Posted: 03/05/2015 11:56 am EST  Updated: 03/05/2015 7:59 pm EST

Silicon Valley Rising
Fights for Worker Justice

18

Share

19

Tweet

0 0

Comment

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fdave-johnson%2Fsilicon-valley-rising-fig_b_6809240.html
http://ourfuture.org/20150223/why-were-all-becoming-independent-contractors
http://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fdave-johnson%2Fsilicon-valley-rising-fig_b_6809240.html&hl=en-US
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?lang=en&text=Silicon+Valley+Rising+Fights+for+Worker+Justice+http%3A%2F%2Fhuff.to%2F1KsjHKB
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dave-johnson/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dave-johnson/silicon-valley-rising-fig_b_6809240.html?utm_hp_ref=business&ir=Business#
http://ourfuture.org/20150211/tax-scams-google-buses-mean-silicon-valley-is-stuckintraffic
http://ourfuture.org/20120322/nine_pictures_of_the_extreme_incomewealth_gap
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/becomeFan.php?of=hp_blogger_Dave%20Johnson
http://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fdave-johnson%2Fsilicon-valley-rising-fig_b_6809240.html&name=Silicon%20Valley%20Rising%20Fights%20for%20Worker%20Justice&description=
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fdave-johnson%2Fsilicon-valley-rising-fig_b_6809240.html&title=Silicon%20Valley%20Rising%20Fights%20for%20Worker%20Justice
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/29/business/apples-tax-strategy-aims-at-low-tax-states-and-nations.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.wpusa.org/Publication/LIVE2012-ExecSumm-web.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/cws/share?url=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dave-johnson/silicon-valley-rising-fig_b_6809240.html
http://ourfuture.org/20100707/too-old-for-a-job-too-young-for-medicare-or-social-security
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://twitter.com/dcjohnson
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fdave-johnson%2Fsilicon-valley-rising-fig_b_6809240.html&title=Silicon%20Valley%20Rising%20Fights%20for%20Worker%20Justice


http://www.olgparishsj.org/
http://www.siliconvalleyrising.org/
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_27449198/report-record-job-boom-silicon-valley-but-surge
http://wpusa.org/Publication/Tech_Diversity_Report_2014.pdf


http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_24524802/cesar-chavez-meeting-hall-san-jose-closer-national
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2015/02/27/new-silicon-valley-coalition-rises-to-attack.html?page=all


Silicon Valley Rising will organize and fight for tech service workers, drivers, kitchen
staff, security guards, maintenance workers, groundskeepers, cleaning staff, shuttle
bus drivers and other support workers.

Father Jon Pedigo, pastor of the church, began by reading, "Come now, you rich
people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to you.... You have condemned
and murdered the righteous one, who does not resist you."

Fr. Jon added, to loud cheers, "But today we offer resistance!"
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As Henry Millstein reports, "Another local progressive religious leader, Rabbi Dana
Magat, read a passage from the prophet Jeremiah denouncing a king "who makes his
neighbors work for nothing and does not give them their wages," concluding, "It's
time to rise up!" to which the crowd responded with shouts of "¡Sí se puede!""
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Ben Field, the executive director of the South Bay Labor Council, said "No one who
works hard and plays by the rules should live in poverty. Silicon Valley Rising is a
comprehensive effort to allow everyone to thrive in Silicon Valley's tech economy."
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Rome Aloise, VP AtLarge of the Teamsters, spoke about the bus drivers. Drivers who
work for the company that contracts with Apple, eBay, Genentech, Yahoo and Zynga
to drive their employees to and from work were voting on a contract as the launch
event was taking place. (The results were 10438 in favor of the union.) Facebook's
drivers had already unionized and received a raise of up to $9 an hour; the end of split
shifts, which required drivers to sit around for hours with no pay; health benefits; and
a retirement plan. "For the companies it is about what they spend on ping pong balls,"
Aloise said.
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Also speaking at the event were Derecka Mehrens, Executive Director of Working
Partnerships USA; Luisa Blue, chief elected officer of SEIU Local 521; and Denise
Solis of SEIUUSWW.

Partners in the coalition are:

The South Bay Labor Council (see their notlimitedtolabor blog The Left Hook)

Working Partnerships USA (see "Silicon Valley on the Rise, Now's the Time to
Organize")

Community groups including Silicon Valley Debug, Christian Homeless Alliance
Ministries (CHAM), San Jose/Silicon Valley NAACP and Latinos United for a
New America (LUNA)

Unions including Unite Here, Teamsters, and SEIUUSWW

Spotted at the event:
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Already Achieving Results

The organizing effort that led to the formation of the Silicon Valley Rising coalition is
already achieving results. Apple announced on Tuesday it will drop its contractor and
make its security officers employees with benefits and predictable working hours.
From a Silicon Valley Business Journal news report, "Apple to hire security guards as
fulltime employees as organized labor gains ground":

"Apple recently completed a comprehensive, yearlong review of its security
program and we've decided to directly hire a number of key onsite security roles
for Apple's Silicon Valley operations which are currently contract positions,"
Apple said in statement. "We will be hiring a large number of fulltime people to
handle our dayto day security needs. We hope that virtually all of these positions
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